POLITICAL SERMON, 


\| : R 


} 1H —— LE H E, : 
; Ty 

i 2 ny * (® Furſt Day of the preſent Meeting of p To 

f 8 

k BY THE Bb 


1. OY : PFY 
24 e © 5 
REVIVING SHADE or PATRIOTISM AND PUBLIC VIRTUE, 


1 — When ſome bright Orater his Country's Cauſe 
1 Suſtains, and talks of Liberty and Law. 
« Hear, hear“ all cry; in Attitude he ſtands, 
Sprawling his Feet, and ſtretching forth his Hands. — 
: « In this Petition, Sir, the Nation beg. 
% And, Mr. Speaker, while Im on my Leg 
4 And, Sir, our Anceſtors—and II big, and Tory 
% And, Sir,—the Laws—and, Sir, Great- Britain's Glory 
All gaze, all wonder, ſuch amazing Pow'rs | 
But how does he employ his private Hours ? 


L GT WHAT M 
Sold by T. HOOKHAM, New Bonp-STRE&T, Corner of BauToN-STREET, 


— 7 we 


[Price ONE SHILLING, ] „ 


9 


— 


2 


+" 1 


20 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
WI EL FAM ICS 


FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY, 
AND 


CHANCELLOR OF FEE. SAACHECGCHER 


THE ILLUSTRIOUS SON 
o F 


D ANCHE SLl 


THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE INSCRIBED, 
WITH THE MOST UNFEIGNED RESPECT 


FOR HIS EXTRAORDINARY TALENTS, &c. &c. &c. 


B Y 


Tat AUTHOR 


A 


POLITICAL SERMON, &c. 


NEHEMIAH v. 14, 15. 


Moreover, FROM THE TIME THAT I WAS APPOINTED TO BE THEIR 

GOVERNOR IN THE LAND OF JUDAH, FROM THE TWENTIETH YEAR 

EVEN UNTO THE TWO AND THIRTIETH YEAR OF ARTAXERXES THE 

KING, THAT Is, TWELVE YEARS, I AND MY BRETHREN HAVE NOT 

EATEN THE BREAD OF THE GOVERNOR, BUT THE FORMER GOVER= 

NORS THAT HAD BEEN BEFORE ME, WERE CHARGEABLE UNTO THE 

PEOPLE, AND HAVE TAKEN OF THEIR BREAD AND WINE, BESIDES 
— FORTY SHEKELS OF SILVER, YEA, EVEN THEIR SERVANTS BARE RULE 
OVER THE PEOPLE: BUT so DID NOT I, BECAUSE OF THE FEAR OB 


Gov. 


* „ 


MRA. SPE AK E R, 


. T is a remark, too obvious perhaps to be thought novel or ſtriking, that 
great enterprizes require great preparation; I riſe therefore upon this in- 
tereſting occaſion, in which we are once more aſſembled in arduous conſulta- 
tion, on ſuch meaſures as may be beſt calculated to promote the real intereſt 
of the BRITISH Er IRE, and ſolicit your particular attentiog to the ſpirit 

and conduct of one of the firſt Characters recorded in ſacred writ, 
B Foſſibly 
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Poſſibly, indeed, it may be deemed by ſome, to whom I have the honour 
to addreſs myſelf, an all-ſufficient proof of intellectual debility, openly to 
acknowledge, that there appears to us in a certain old-faſhioned bcok, com- 
monly called 1uE B1BLE, a perfect compendium of every thing that is ex- 
cellent in TRUTH, POLICY, RELIGION and MORALS ; all which are ex- 
hibited to us in this inſpired volume, either by conciſe maxims, poſitive 
precepts, or remarkable characters: among the laſt of which we may ſurely 


rank that of NenemIan. 


There have been men of piety in ſome ages ſo weak, as to ſuppoſe, that 
though he never wore a crown, commanded an army, or conquered a coun- 
try, or was even ſo much as famed for pli laſophy or oratory, he was really 
a greater and more honourable man than any of the Roman conſuls and dic- 
tators, than Xenophon, Demoſthenes, or Plato himſelf, thoſe brighteſt orna- 
ments of Greece, who are ſaid to have lived about the ſame time. 


This Nentwmian, as we learn from Sacred Hi/tory, whoſe reports demand 
as much credit at leaſt as profane hiſtory, was governor of Judea, under Ar- 
taxerxes the king of Per ſia, for the confiderable ſpace of twelve years; in the 


courſe of which period, we are informed, which is hardly to be paralleled in 


the annals of univerſal government, he neither received any temporal emo- 
lument, nor devoted himſelf to any ſervice but that of religion, and redrefiing 
the grievances of the people; whoſe oppreſſion was ſo great, that in the petition 
they preſented to the governor for relief, they complained, that * they had 
* borrowed money for the king's tribute upon their lands and vineyards ; and 
& that their very ſons and daughters were brought into bondage to be ſervants to 
< them, to whom-they had mortgaged their lands and.vineyards,” 


Strange as it may be to relate, NEEMIAH conſulted with himſelf, and 
rebuked the nobles and rulers for. their oppreſſion ; and entreated them to 
| reffore. 


— 


1 


reſtore the lands, the vineyards, the houſes and the greateſt part of the 
money, and of the corn, the-wine, and the oil, which they had extorted. 
Nor did he require that of others, but what he was very ready and willing 
to do himſelf, He did not talk of patriotiſm in public, and ſport with. it in 
private—as if, as Brutus ſaid of virtue, it were no more than a ſhadow, 
an ignis fatuus, an empty ſound ; but he mentioned his own practice and 
example as an inducement to the nobles and the rich not to burthen the poor, 
but to conſult their proſperity and eaſe. 


He had too much manlineſs, we find, to name his predecefiors—it was 
enough for him that the people knew, by ſad experience, how chargeable they 
bad been, and how dear their country paid for the benefit, if ſuch it might be 
ſtyled, of their government. They had been allowed forty ſhekels of filver *, 
beſides which, the people were obliged to furniſh them with bread and 
wine, infiſling upon it as perquiſites of their office and not only fo, but they 
ſuffered their ſervants to ſqueeze the people, and to get all they could out of 
them. | 


Neither is it any new thing for thoſe who are in public places, to ſeek 
themſelves more than the public welfare; or, to ſerve themſelves at the expence 
of the public loſs ; or, to connive at the avaricious acts of fraud and injuſtice, 
violence and oppreſſion, of which their ſervants are guilty, But fo did not 
J. ſays this extraordinary governor ; not becauſe I feared the frowns of men, 
or courted the breath of popular applauſe, but for conſcience ſake ; be- 
cauſe of the fear of Gad. | 


Having premiſed thus much, let me, to adopt an apoſtolical mode of ex- 


preſſion, intreat you to hear me patiently, and with that candour and. impar- 


* Which was near five pounds ſo much a-day, it is probable. | 
tiality 


(TY 

tiality for which this honourable Houſe ſhould ever be diſtinguiſhed, while I 
conſider the character and conduct of Nehemiah, in this inſtance, as an Ex- 
ample to every ſucceeding age, of THE BEST PRINCIPLE, THE BEST SPIRIT, 


and THE BEST END OF ACTION in that arduous undertaking, in which, 
as repreſentatives of this nation, we are profeſſedly engaged. 


Be not aſtoniſhed or alarmed, if I take permiſſion here, to introduce to 
your notice, a ſad deſerter of theſe realms, formerly known by the antiquated 
title of RELIGION! The folly of our anceſtors, ſome very diſtant trace of 
which continues amongſt us even to this hour, was ſo extreme, that they would 
have miſled us to think no tranſaction could be conducted with propriety 
within theſe walls, but under the auſpices of RELIGION * ; or, what this 
fuperannuated old governor terms, the fear of God. It is very evident, 
therefore, that in thoſe dark and benighted ages, in which little or no- 
thing was known, comparatively, of modern philoſophy, modern virtue, and 
modern liberality, and freedom of ſentiment, they had, amidſt all their Gothic 
manners and ſad obſcurity, ſome few ideas of Gop, of his Fear, and of 
what they, poor deluded creatures, thought RELIGION! 


I can hardly forbear expreſſing my own aſtoniſhment, when ] recolle& 
that ſome of the heathens, and the heathen philoſophers too, were ſuch 0/4 
wives, ſuch fanatics, ſuch enthuſiaſts, that they alſo had ſome ideas upon the 
- ſame obſolete ſubject; and that they had their unguarded moments, in which 
they abſolutely diſcovered and avowed certain convictions of its neceſ- 
ſity and excellency - nay, they occaſionally defended and maintained them 
both, upon principles of reaſon, conſcience, policy, and the real benefit of ſoci- 
ety, in all its manifold departments. How ignorant]! how ſuperſtitious ! 
What fanatics ] what enthuſiaſts ! 5 5 


®* Tt is-ſuppoſed to be very well known, that no buſineſs can be tranſacted in either Houſes 
of P t, till the Prayers are read by the Chaplain. The 
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The more we ſpeculate upon this ſubject, the higher our wonder riſes! 
Would you believe it, will you, can you believe it, when I affure you, that 
ſome of the firſt and nobleſt characters that have adorned the hiſtoric page, 
were perſons of ſo odd a deſcription, as to ſtand forth, not only to plead the 
cauſe of their country, but of RELIGION, as an eſſential in the proſperity 
and peace of any, of every empire ? 


We ſhall take no notice here of Moſes, the Jewiſh legiſlator and ring- 
leader of all enthuſiaſts and fanatics of this flamp; nor of a greater than He, 
whoſe ſervant he was. Let us turn our attention with truly pkiloſophic and 
infidel ſurpriſe, at the numerous ſages and heroes of Egypt, Perſia, Greece, 
and Pagan Rome ; and we ſhall perceive what a multitude of great men of 
every kind—what admirable legiſlators ! what wiſe magiſtrates ! what learn- 
ed philoſophers! were carried away with this deluſion, that there was Jome- 
« thing of unſpeakable import to the advantage of ſtates and individuals in REL 1- 
« oN!“ “* 


Nor have there been wanting enthufiaſts and fanatics of the ſame 
ſtamp in more modern times. I might mention many names which would 
be familiar to the ears of this intelligent auditory, and whoſe names can never 


Who would ſuppoſe but that the following paſſages, in the writings of DEMosTHENEs, 
and CicRRo, thoſe oracles of cloquence and patriotiſm, muſt be notorious interpolations l 
« Iam perſuaded, O men of Athens,” ſays the former, that on many occaſions we may 
<« behold the goodneſs of the gods made manifeſt towards this republic, yet not leaſt ſignally 
declared in the preſent conjuncture: and in every 2 — the working of @ divine and 
1 wonderful beneficencs ſeems to be exerted in our favour.“ 

SECOND OLYATHIAC, * 


p d 


Nec numero Hiſpanos, ſays the latter, © nec robore Gallos, nec callididate pœnos, nee 
« artibus Græcos: ſed Pietate & Religione, atque hac una ſapientia, quod deorum immorta- 
% lium numine omnia regi gubernarique perſpeximus, omnes gentes nationeſque ſupera- 


” vimus.“ 0 ä | 3 


t 1 1 


be forgotten or loſt, but with the diſſolution of the world itſelf; ſuch as a 
Bacon, a NEWTON, a Bork, and a Locks *—theſe, in their day, were 
ſuppoſed to be wiſe men, and men of reaſon. But, peace to their ſhades “ 
let us not expoſe their weakneſs ; let us throw the mantle of pity over that 


part of their frailty, and let it be whiſpered only in filence and ſecreſy, that 
they were advocates for RELIGION. 


If theſe were wiſe men, what Solomons muft they be in this enlightened 
age, who have ſeen into the abſurdity and fuperſtition of what they admired 
as the glory and excellency of human nature, the true dignity of man, and 
the palladium of all nations—that fear of God, which was the firſt ſpring of 
action in the mind of Nehemiah in his political conduct, and which is the BEST 
FRINCIPLE of action in every political character. 


And if this be the beſt principle of action, what is the BEST $PIRIT to 
give vigour and activity to that principle, when we are called forth to exert 


* Baronde Monteſquieu, in his excellent treatiſe on the Cauſes of the Riſe and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, remarks, ** I am of opinion that the ſe& of Epicurus, which began to be 


a propagated at Rome towards the cloſe of the 2 was very prejudicial to the minds. 
and genus of the people.“ 


Cynoas, having diſcourſed of he doctrines of this atheiftical ſect at the table of Pyrrhus,. 


' Fabricias ſaid, © He wiſhed the enemies of Rome would all embrace ſuch kind of prin- 
« ciples.” 


«© The Greets. had been infatuated with its doctrines long before, and conſequently were 
© corrupted much earlier than the Romans. As religion always furniſhes the beſt ſecurity 
« for the rectitude of human actions, ſo there was this peculiarity among the Romans, that 


* the love they expreſſed for their country, was blended with ſome particular ſentiment of 
% devotion. em 


It is indeed remarkable in the hiſtory of human nature, that people in general ſhould be 
fo vaſtly keen in diſcovering the danger and inconyeniencies of ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm,. 
and ſo prodigiouſly blind to thoſe of irreligion and infidelity. 

| | ourſelves 
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ourſelves in the ſervice of our King and country? With proper deference 
and reſpect to ſuperior abilities and judgment, I beg leave to offer it as my 
bumble opinion, that nothing is fo likely to ſet and to keep this principle in 
perpetual motion, as PATR10TISM: a term which, I am concerned to obſerve, 
is grown of late into as much contempt and ridicule in our political meridian, 
as another i/m in that which is uſually called religious. 


Shall I be indulged with your forgiveneſs, if I preſume, upon ſo vaſt a 
ſubject, to explain what I would be underſtood myſelf to mean by PAR io- 
Is? Far be it from me fo much as to hint, that, in diſcloſing my own 
idcas, I am expreſſing thoſe of every Member in this auguſt and learned 
Aſſembly. N 

According to the faint conceptions which J have been able to entertain, 
under a word of fo comprehenfive a nature in its adequate interpretation, I 
ſhould humbly imagine that it cannot contain in it any thing leſs than A diſ- 
intereſted and equal attachment to the juſt adminiſtration of the Laws—to the 
proſperity of the People — and to the glory of the Srvereign.” Whoſoever is par- 
tial to either of theſe, is no real friend to any; and he who oppoſes one of 
them, muſt, in eſſect, be an enemy to all, 


Such were the ideas, in my apprehenſion at leaft, which this memorable 
Governor, whoſe example is before us, entertained of genuine Patriotiſm, or, 
the love of our Country; not confidered as a Place, but as a Conſtitution—its 
Subjects, Laws, and 'Liberties, His loyalty to the ſovereign under which he 
held his appointment, may be feen in the conciſe memoirs of his life—his 
conſcientious regard to the laws by which he governed, is indiſputable—and 
his zealous concern for the intereſts of the people with which he was in- 
truſted, demands our perpetual imitation. 


* 
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Were it not that I am utterly averſe to every appearance of gloom or 
dejection, and incapitated for thoſe ſenſibilities to which an embodied ſpirit 
is expoſed, I ſhould naturally begin to exclaim in this part of my addreſs, 
O tempora ! O mores /—to expoſe the degeneracy and corruption of the times} 
and to lament that RELIGION, PATRIOT Isa, and PuBric VirTue, ſeem 
to be almoſt univerſally, and alike, the objects of laughter and deteſtation ;— 
but, for the honour of human nature, and out of due reſpect to the place in 


which I ſtand, I forbear. — 


That I may retire, however, with ſome degree of reputation from a poſt 
into which I may perhaps be conſidered as an impertinent intruder, ſuffer me 
to leave behind me the following maxims of Policy and PATRIOTIS; 
which, unleſs I greatly err, would do honour to any name or nation, 


A good king is only another word for a royal patriot—the ſupreme guardian 
of public liberty, and private property, 


Every lover of his country ſhould keep a watchful eye upon the conſtitution 
of it, and prevent ay far as lies in his power, any innovations or attempts 


made upon it. 


— 


The beſt friends of the Crown are thoſe who ſupport the Law—loyalty 
being obedience according to lau. | 


A real Patriot will not oppoſe any reaſonable demands of the Crown, when 
the intereſt and honour of the nation are viſibly concerned in it ; but, at the 
ſame time, he will have a due regard for the eaſe of the People, and not al- 
ways take it for granted, that what is propoſed in the name of the Crown is 
abſolutely neceflary for the public ſervice, | 


A man 


| - 


„ 
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A man who is aQuated by this principle, at leaſt, will never give encou 
ragement to parties and div; fions—becauſe the ſtrength of a nation conſiſts 
in the co-operation of all its members for the good of the whole, 


Society is one vaſt chain, which is to be formed by the aſſenting ſpecies, of 


which every individual is a link. He who breaks it, is a traitor ; he who 


conneAs it, is a good citizen, He who gives it ſtrength, while he poliſhes it 
with brightneſs, is the bef# patriot, and the beſt man / 


A perſon of this character will be equally averſe to any meaſures which 
tend to encreaſe or perpetuate our TAxts and DzBTs; becauſe they are 
grievous to our trade and manufactures, which are the vital ſupports of this 
nation. 


Above all things, as he is uncorrupt himſelf, he will be deſirous to prevent 
corruption in others; and will ſpare no endeavours to extirpate this moſt 
abominable vice, by /aying the axe to the root of it. 


The character of ſuch a patriot will appear in a con/fant tenor of actions for 
the public god; which, though the maſk of patriotiſm hath often been put on 
to cover evil deſigns, is ſo obvious to the meaneſt apprehenſion, and ſo eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed, that it requires no further explanation, 


Studious as I am to be as comelfh as the importance of my ſubje& will ad- 
mit, and to avoid whatever might fatigue the attention of my learned audi 
tory, I muſt treſpaſs upon your patience a little longer while I ſubmit to 


your conſideration THE REAL END that ought to be propoſed in our united 


efforts to ſerve our King and Country. 


Self-denial is a virtue not more effential in the character of a Chriſtian, 
than it is to that of a Patriot. It is an infallible mark of a baſe and narrow 
mind, by far too contemptible and ignominious to be entruſted with the li- 


berty __ property of others, when a man's views are evidently center'd in 
D himſelf; 


: C1443 


himſclf : when, amidſt all the moſt ſpecious and plauſible pretenſions of re- 
gard for the conſtitution of bis country, and the privileges of the people, it is 


written in capitals on s conduct, that his intereſt, or his ambition is his ulti- 


mate object. What though he thunder, like another Demoſthenes, againſt 
the power he wiſhes to obtain—what though the ſtream of his elocution flow 
in a Ciceronian ſtyle againſt the undue influence he is anxious to diminiſh, yet, 
if in all his ſhifts and windings you can plainly diſcoyer that his SF is his 
End, 


Hic niger eſt—hunc tu, Romane, caveto, 


Nor is that character leſs to be avoided, which is acting indeed in the 


avowed ſervice of the Conſtitution, but with a ſecret and principal eye to private 
connections. What multitudes bave we ſeen fall a fatal ſacrifice to political 
intrigues, difingenuouſneſs, and infamy, for the pitiful gratification of Family- 
Compacts . At whoſe ſhrine, not only every idea of moral conſcience and inte- 
grity, but the very blood of thouſands has been ſhamefully offered up. 

But, of all the evils under which a nation like this can groan, and from 


which both public virtue and public ſpirit are molt likely to receive their mor- 


tal ſtab, is that which has long been known, and felt, and lamented by every 
real friend to his king and country, by the name of PARTY. It is the duty 
of every loyal ſubject of this realm to diſcountenance and oppoſe, and, if it 
be poſſible, to defeat every tendency of this fort. For, an invariable attach- 
mc nt to perions or na mes is more frequently a proof of an invariable attach- 
ment to our pri vate deſigns, than to the public goad. BE vikIvous, then— 


* Als on the party of the virtuous man; 
© The Good will ſurely ſerve him, if they can: 
* The Bad, when Int'reſt or Ambition guide; | 
And 'tis at once their int'reſt and their pride. \ 
« But ſhould both fail to take him to their care, | 
«« He boaſts a greater friend, and both may ſpare.” 


SY, 


1 


Inſtead of dividing ourſelves into oppoſite parties, and branding Ba ano- 
ther with odious diſtinctions, calculated only to leſſen the dignity of a ſenate, 


and 


23 
: 


— 


* 
* 
— 


» 


— 


: - 5 * ; 
and to render us contemptible in the eyes of men of real worth, let us con- 


- cur and unite in one common cauſe ; and let the intereft and glory of the Bx1- 


TisH EMPIRE be the only rule of our proceedings. Tt deſtructive animo- 
ſities and finifter views be entirely diflolyed in a GENERAL CoAxLITIoX 
let there remain but a ſingle party amongſt us—and let that party exert its ut- 
moſt efforts, and immortalize its memory in the annals of hiſtory, by its 
zealous endeavours to RESTORE OUR COMMERCE==REVIVE OUR DROOP- 
ING MANUFACTURES—LESSEN OUR DEBTS—REDUCE OUR Taxts— 
PROTECT US FROM EXTERNAL VIOLENCE, and, ABOVE ALL, from ix- 
TERNAL CORRUPTION. 

Nothing is more neceſſary in the preſervation of a ſtate than incorruptible 
integrity in the character of thoſe who are choſen to ſecure it. We may eaſily 
pronounce upon the ruin of that ſtate, in which corruption and bribery of 
any ſort have tainted the adminiſtration. The coward may plead his natural 
temperament, in excuſe for deſerting the poſt in which he was placed; the 
man of ambition may boaſt a wicked greatneſs in enſlaving his country; but 
the wretch who ſells her, is at once wicked and contemptible.“ *] wiſh, ſaid 
the Samnite Pontius, that Fortune had reſerved me for thoſe times, if they 
ſhall ever happen, when the Romans ſhall receive the bribes of Corr vuy- 
TION. I ſhould ſoon put an end to the dominion of this imperious people.” 

Say not, as it has been too often ſaid, that“ ParT1Es are neceſſary ; 
and, without them, the balance of power would not be preſerved in our pre- 
ſent happy Conſtitution.” This I deny—and will maintain it to be an incon- 
trovertible maxim of truth, in every ſyſtem of government, from individuals 


to empires, that, Honeſty is the beſt policy, 


Be juſt, and fear not. 
Let all the ends thou aim'ſt at be thy Ser 85 
Thy Gop's, and TzxuTH's| 


For ever baniſh'd therefore * theſe walls be that ſpirit of oppoſition, 
which, however ſanQified by venerable names, and ſupported by infinyating 
and artful pretexts, can only ſerve, I fear, in the preſent criſis, to enervate 
the ſinews of government, and interrupt the probable ſucceſs of thoſe, who, 

it 


* 


it may fairly be preſumed, *ull we have evidence to the contrary, have no 
worſe principles of action than public virtue, public ſpirit, and the public good. 

But if theſe meaſures are not to be adopted, if a political reformation 
he deemed as Utopian as a moral one; and if oppoſition muſt be ſupported—in 


the name of reaſon and decency, let it be an oppoſition of Jiberality, of 


manlineſs, of good humour, and not of perſonal reflection, of abuſe, or envy ; 
ſuch as derogates from the reſpectability of a Senate, and expoſes the repre- 
ſentatives of the firſt people in the world, to the ridicule and contempt of 
thoſe whom they are choſen to repreſent. 

On the article of Taxation, that moſt ungrateful buſineſs in which this 
Houſe is cver engaged; may I be- ingulged with a general hint? Let not 
your conduct in that particular be directed by the patience of a willing 
people, but by the ſerious and benevolent confideration of the almoſt in- 
tolerable burdens they already bear. It is an antient proverb, and a juſt one, 
« A fingle feather may break a Camels back.” Juſtice and Mercy both de- 
mand, that whatever additional ſupplies may be thought neceflary, ſhoul{l 
fall neither on the lower, nor on the middle ranks, but where the power to 
ſuſtain them is the greateſt, 

With reſpe& to one object of this addreſs, which ſtarts as it were from the 
canvas, and, from the ſtrength of its ſuperior excellence, forces itſelf not more 
upon our attention than upon our admiration, why ſhould we any longer 
mourn a POLITICAL PHOEN1X dead, while we behold another riſing Out 
of its aſhes? The dignity, the virtue of ſuch a character, in ſuch times, 
might plead my excuſe, were I to be laviſh in expreſſing the hopes I enter- 
tain from that quarter: but, lot great actions, ny not ſounding panegyrics, 
citabliſh great reputations. 

„ Go on, brave youth, preſerve thy noble ſpirit, 
And be thy Country's Friend: may Heav'n protect 
„ And guard thee | Never may thy gen'rous ſoul 


He ſtain'd with vice, nor falſe ambition urge 
++ Thy ſpotleſs mind to quit the paths of VirTve !” 


« Tu, nc cede MAL1S 3 ſed contra AUDENTIOR ita.“ 
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